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TOWN OF OSCEOLA 

SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2020, 4:00 P.M. 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Board of Supervisors of the Town of Osceola met for a Special Board Meeting on Thursday, March 5, 
2020, beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Osceola Town Garage/Shop, Dresser, Wisconsin. 
 
CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER:  Chair Doug Schmidt called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
VERIFICATION OF MEETING POSTING:  Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Jo Everson verified the meeting was 
posted on March 30, 2020 at the Town Hall, the Dresser Post Office, First National Community Bank and 
the Town website. 
 
The Chair explained the need to use the Garage for the meeting due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic.  This is a new virus that causes respiratory illness in people and is extremely contagious and can 
cause death.  He further explained Wisconsin Governor Evers ordered a Stay at Home Order through April 
30th.  Schools are closed until further notice.  Only life-sustaining businesses may remain open to provide 
service.  Gatherings of more than ten people are not allowed, and must adhere to Social distancing, also 
called “physical distancing,” which means keeping space between oneself and other people outside of the 
home by staying at least six feet from other people.  The public is also urged to wear nonmedical or 
homemade masks when leaving their homes.  The garage had been measured in six foot areas for the pro-
tection of everyone present. 
 
PLEDGE: Chair Schmidt led those present to Pledge Allegiance to the United States of America. 
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT: Doug Schmidt, Mike Wallis and Brandon Whittaker 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Jo Everson, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer, Tammy Wanchena, Town Clerk, Public Works Su-
pervisor Tony Johnson, Tom & Gae Magnafici, Ed Everson, Jon Cronick, Bernie Desmarius, Glyn Thorman, 
Warren Johnson, Theresa Utke,  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  The Chair reminded those present wishing to speak under Public Comment that 
each speaker would be limited to only three minutes, with a total of thirty minutes allowed. 
 
Warren Johnson commented on the “strange times” the world is currently in, and how beneficial a 5-
member board would be at this time.  He questioned how the Board was going to move forward with road 
improvements and the bidding process with the new Public Works Supervisor.  He also urged the Board 
to have further discussion regarding the CAFO (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations) issues current-
ly being discussed at the local and state levels. 
 
NEW BUSINESS   
SWEARING IN OF NEW TOWN CLERK 
Chair Schmidt introduced Tammy Wanchena as the new Town Clerk, who then took the oath of office. 

 

Do you, Tammy Wanchena, swear that you will support the constitution of the United States and 
the constitution of the State of Wisconsin, and will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of 
the office of Town Clerk to the best of your ability?  So help you God. 
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TOWN OPERATIONS IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
The Board discussed how the Town would manage its operations during the Stay-at-Home Order and the 
resulting effects of the pandemic.  The first of which would be the Annual Meeting which must be held on 
the third Tuesday of April per Wisconsin Statute.  The Chair explained that the garage/shop area could 
hold 35-40 people and still comply with the social distancing requirements.  However, both Whittaker 
and Wallis were not supportive of holding the meeting at this time, and would rather postpone the meet-
ing until the health crisis is more controlled.  In order to do this, the Meeting would need to convene and 
adjourn until a later date. 
 
Bernie Desmaris adamantly suggested that the Board simply postpone the meeting indefinitely.  Supervi-
sor Wallis attempted to explain the statutory requirements for a Town and its Annual Meeting; however, 
Desmaris left the meeting abruptly without hearing Wallis’ explanation. 
 
MOTION BY WHITTAKER/WALLIS TO AUTHORIZE THE CLERK AND TREASURER TO PAY ORDINARY 
BASIC BILLS FOR THE TOWN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE WITHOUT PRIOR BOARD AUTHORIZATION.  ANY 
OUT OF THE ORDINARY BILLS CAN BE SHARED BY E-MAIL TO THE BOARD FOR APPROVAL.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MOTION BY WALLIS/WHITTAKER TO CANCEL THE APRIL 14, 2020 TOWN BOARD MEETING.  THE MO-
TION WAS AMENDED TO STATE THE MEETING WOULD BE CANCELLED IN ITS TOTALITY IF ALLOWED 
BY LEGAL ADVICE THROUGH THE WISCONSIN TOWNS ASSOCIATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUS-
LY.  (the meeting was legally able to be cancelled as determined by the Board) 
 
There was discussion how the Board could meet in the future if social distancing requirements remained 
in effect long-term, such as ZOOM, Facebook, video conferencing, etc. as there are several new technolo-
gies available for meeting. Whittaker recommended the Board table further discussion on this line of dis-
cussion until a future date.  The Board was in agreement. 
 
The Board expressed its concern regarding how the employees were protecting themselves.  It was rec-
ommended the garage be locked to the public until further notice.  With the upcoming spring election, 
Everson commented that Wanchena and herself had sent out nearly 750 absentee ballots and were expe-
riencing many in-house absentee voting, which makes locking its doors impossible.  Everson explained 
that cleaning supplies were dwindling since staff was cleaning voting areas after every voter left the 
building. 
 
The Board agreed that Wallis and Johnson would work together to determine what road would be done in 
2020 and determine the bid documents that would be published at a later date.  How the bids would be 
approved would also be determined at a later date. 
 
UPDATE ON DATA RECORDS REQUEST 
The Board received a data records request from Tom Magnafici requesting all deleted 2019 e-mails be-
tween the Plan Commission Chair and the Plan Commission Members.  It was later clarified that Magnafici 
requested ALL emails, whether deleted or undeleted.  There was discussion between the Board and the 
audience members questioning how information was received, and what information was correct or in-
correct.  The cost of retrieving the information may be significant, and Magnafici offered to pay half these 
costs.  Discussion continued with subjects that were not on the agenda, re: effectiveness of Plan Commis-
sion, past staff actions or inactions, etc. 
 
Plan Commission Members are to meet with the Easy IT Guys within the next week for them to retrieve 
the emails that have been requested. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION BY WALLIS/WHITTAKER TO ADJOURN THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE TOWN OF OSCEOLA 
HELD THIS MARCH 30, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Being no further business to come before the Board, the Meeting was adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
 
 
       _________________________________________________ 
APPROVED ________________________              Jo Everson, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 

 
 


